
WASHINGTON.
M Albert) a*4 ( i.Uhi. HwW tM| i*c*»,r, m,^

_

lutpinMi,N

MONDAY, MAY 8, Ryj.
....... <pr-r

CONGKESS AJU ITS Bl'DlXU*

The program of husinesa at this ban Uvn
more than usually dilatory, cv<-n in rum *4 tu

being the quadrennial Session preceding a I "re¬
sidential election, when all the point* up*
which that election turns are mure to enter more <w

less into the debates of every day, however little
connexion they have with the mutter properly onta
debate. Sinec Congress assembled, five tu*atk*
have passed away, yet alm<*t literally nothing
has been done in the discharge of the legiti.
mate duties of Congress. The description of the
state of business in the House of Representa¬
tives, as contained in the following extract frurn an

article in a late number (if the Courier and IfoqnllW,
is indeed hardly too highly adored :

** The clerk's table is piled knee-high with re-1
1 ported bills, upon which some kind of action is
' most urgently needed by the public interests; but j
1 no more notice is taken of this mas.* of bu*ine»>
1 than if it were the sweepings of Bedlam. Even to j
* this day the annual message and reports, which
' were sent to Congress last December, have not
* been treated with the cold respect of a reference to
1 the appropriate committees. The tariff, rivers and
1 harbors improvement, comprehensive land system,
' steam-line enterprises, establishment of new mints. '
* formation of an agricultural bureau, and numerous
< other measures bearing momcntou»ly upon th«
1 commercial, manufacturing, and agricultural in-
4 terests of the country, have been as effectually ig-
1 nored as if none of them ever had au existence.
' .No time is found even to close up the seams and
1 smooth down the ridges of such pieces of last ses-
< gion's botchwork as the postage bill. Making and
1 mending are now alike out of the question."
The questions which have nearly monopolized

the attention of the House of Representatives, and
almost as exclusively that of the Senate, during this
already long Session, have been, in the order of the
consequence given to them, the Intervention project,
the Printing for Congress, the contest for the
Public Lands, and the Deficiency Bill.

The first of these, in the stype of Resolutions
for and against the established foreign policy of this
Government, it is mortifying to reflect, owes its
origin to the preaching of a foreign Missionary,
whose now avowed object in coming to the United
States was to enlist the power of this Government,
through the sympathies of the People, in an Euro¬
pean crusade. The discussion which this question
has elicited has, however, been one of great ability,
and has thrown so much light upon a subject of very
great consequence that we cannot reckon as lost
the time that has been occupied upon it.
We cannot say the same of the weeks which

have been devoted to the discussion of, not so much
how, as by whom, the Printing of the two Houses
shall be done. Animated by party spirit or (as
doubtless many members were) by a reforming zeal,
gentlemen have, for the most part, debated this sim¬

ple question for practical men upon grounds of fact
and argument having little connexion with its merits.
It is one of which the mechanical details could not

be well understood but by persons who had served
their time to it.of whom there are not many in

Congress.and of course much of the time spent
upon it has been thrown away.

Nor, so far as we can learn, has any thing con¬

clusive been even now done in regard to the Printing.
It is greatly to be desired, for the credit of Congress,
that some permanent system could be established,
sincc the subject has been so much debated; but no

such system, it is clear, has any chance of being
adopted until the next session of this Congress,
when the event of the Presidential Election will have
withdrawn that clement from debate.
Of the Public Lands we have lately said so much

that we shall add nothing here, except that, whilst
we trust that moderate appropriations of them for
important and eligible public works and institutions
may be made by the present Congress, wc incline
to doubt whether the discussion of the projects for
a general appropriation of them will lead to any de¬
cisive result at this Session. We have been taught
by the old philosophers that all public business con¬

sists of two parts, preparation and action. It is not
at all improbable, but very likely, that this princi¬
ple will so far apply to the action of Congress, that
important business will have been discussed by Con¬
gress at the present session in one frame of mind,
which will not be acted upon until the next session,
when Congress will re-assemble in a frame of mind
much better adapted to the transaction of business.

With regard to the Deficiency bill, the passage of
which has been obstructed by discussions of party
topics that ought not to have been ifkixed up with
it, it would be difficult to exaggerate the mischiefs
occasioned by its delay; and, most of all, by the
suffering entailed and disability caused by that de-
ay upon all the G<yvernment agents, civil and mili¬
tary, on distant service. Of the increasing and la¬
mentable consequence* of omissions or neglect on the
part of Congress to make due provision for the ex¬

amination and settlement of claims upon the Gov¬
ernment for services, expenditures, and losses, some
of them under the most critical circumstances the
case of Col. Fremont, lately arrested and imprison¬
ed whilst on a visit to the capital of Great Britain
on the part of persons who have taken this way of
enforcing the payment of claims against his Gov¬
ernment, is an example which cannot fail to have
deeply touched the feelings ofevery one who has watch¬
ed the distinguished career of that yet young man.and
marked the gallant traits and daring perseveranoe
which have characterized it. Whilst we are glad U
be able to commend the greater attention to Private
Claims in general that has been manifested by th<
present Congress.private claims they are termed
but claims for tho most part of the highest mora

public obligation.we can assure our readers tha
they cannot do any thing more likely to promoti
ihc respectability of the Government by relieving i
from just opprobrium, than to urge upon thoi
Rcpreaentatives the making of permanent provision
for the adjustment of all claims upon the Unitc<
Htates by some tribunal better fitted for that pur
pose than, in their nature, assemblies so numeroui

as the two Houses of Congress can reasonably b<
expected to be. ,

Of these four questions, therefore, upon which
principally, five months have been consumed in do
bate, much of it wholly inappropriate to their sub
jecta, the firat, unless as resulting from the exclusiv*
authority of Congress to declare war. had no propel
relation to its duties. Cnder the Constitution

wkkk m r«l« »t« autkority 0ha* no

proper pw.r ia iwgarl *° relations, esoept
w> rv-jpibw ammtrw wiikf<*wgn .f'1

1MfkiMt ike laws of mtiwi*, «ndZ JJE im^u, Z»tyl » <W urf.u**,
IHVi'Htff I" AT'f ilM Hk* ' PW(M» With

.*tkL ¦ »-!»<* ik»cnA«rtrftb.in.
U| 4lg> gf |),r rhMt«4 *tan« villi fereift nations
i* plac-l b tW kan-U of Ike President.tks Senate

hating s*M«Mto pa#*r in tke apphutment of
M»i**» .*1 a»4 in tk« mtifcnlk* ^
Trwiiri Otk*rwt« tkan .. »U»w sampled, Con-

kM u > JaiwUii« i* matte» ii»U»r-

.*! ike wkds .* ike drkafe is tke II use of
H» j¦», » on ik miMii"*!tt'iiiie't"! with M-
K'"«i r H *u4 kt* iwwand- ka, W*a »UJ .»»*f»#atry,
though »««t - > iu ike "M-aatt A «h « k on tl.<
tc*i« <«f lk' IV* wJUal ia regard iw making Treat..».
iff«iaimir *«««. Mi«.«*r.t * has wo-iy
e»tab!i.k«d by ike C m*time* » l*»r e.«rum»i

prnrr gi*e« to ike Nw* I*f
high function*. A pafliripatkm ky ifc* H hw of

ReprraefeUtivee in Ikel a«tko*ity >- 4*aign*dlv
wtMM fr-mi tke ffnl»r branch of f -"r^. b^
can*-, in ike language of ike fmmm. ?* tk* C^
tutmo, imrite and wwnprekensiw kn«wl*dr 4

foreign p..l»tk-«; a *e«Ij .ml systematic adherens
to tku mat fkw»; a nice and uaifwwi ..o^kilHY Uj

national character; drvis «n. ieert .*)« and ii-pm«h,
nrv iiit oinputii I* null the geuiu* "f a b»*ly »» u>ri-
able and *» numer< «u*

Of tke remaining tkre* tji«rtk«n#, ik* wkink
ka« Utinpiwl Ike nwal lime (ikal <rf Ike I'nntinjf1
ka« neeer, at any CeftfMM pme-Iing Ike laal. «*. n-

pied more titan i <lay ut m*1 ft* a pen««l */ ».**.

tkan twenty yenn vfru« 1«1» to 1*41) not eeen a

single Jay in either H<«m> Tkat ^itrttwn ought,
we repeat, to be <ie§nitiTely pwt !. M ¦* "**'

elude it fniin debet*- for lAy year* lo mWi wfe it
only to prevont tke meumMwe of tke upeetnafe n.nr

presented by tke H»*ae ot KeprMentntivee uf karing
been in m -»i <u uitu -t h.«!f » >«-*r »n « ba\iit.
yet bef<»re it, in readable f »rm, »n> ! ttu >.A-ial
[»pcr» transmitted t > it st tli<- umg >>f ti<» *¦ -

lion, and not yet karing ui»k» tke tm .*

ird' t., in thv proper bu-in -vi «»f tke «ee»ioi. F »r it
a literally true, aa »t*ted by tke ( 'ur»< r ah I Kn
juirer, that for the referenee >4 tke « veral topi** «f
the President'. Me**ag«, ordinarily a day's bwine»-
jnly in the fin»t or Neodl week of eneh sesaum, the
[lou-ie of Repre>enutivei» has u«.t yet U n a>'I- t"

tind a niiment's tiuii Th >. liu>«¦* >»f Ord« r If tl.

governnn'nt of the la«t H-u*«. a^i* *p? 1 '. I'
sent, are so euriuusly cmtrived a* t je.-veut th.

origination of busine«e by any individual, »n l to

defeat the cmiith rotioH of any by a mere tu^j'Tuy
of the Houae. Motions to tke House can be niade otily
in the order in which the States are called upon for
them; and that call is made only -nee a fortnight
iceording to the Rule, and practically has not be.*
gone through, so for, uiore than once during the
whole >ewton. At any other time than during th.
*11 of the States it i» not in order to make a mo-

U'on without a suspension <il' <»// the Rul<> and IH1-

iers, which suspensionrw\uiros a two-thirds T<»t«,uu 1
there u only one day in the week on which it is in

order to make nock a motion, (as to «u*pend the
Rules.) There are indeed occasions on which, on
the plea of priviieyf, a motion may be allowed, or a

specch edged in. Rut, in general, the Rules intend*
ed to rctjulaU business could not have been more

cunningly devised had their object been to make i?
difficult, and even impmibir, to get at it. tur
a conscientious man, deairous of discharging hi*
duties iu a manner to l»6 of some use to hi» con¬

stituents, a seat in the House of Repreeentatives is,
under such circumstances, but an odious thraldom.
The reader may, perhaps, with a little further eluci¬
dation, understand why it is that the House, having
bocn in session so long, has not yet taken the first
step in the proper business of the Seeeion. A ma¬

jority refuses to go into Committee of the Whole <*

the 1'resident's Message, because they d<« not favor
him, and of course not hi.« Message. A majority
then agrees to go into Committee of the \\ hole on

some bill introduced, on lea?e perhaps, by a luck}
member.a bill, for instance, making a gratuitous die-
position of tke Public Ijands.which bill they irr

in favor of, and forthwith members fall to debating
the relative merits of the numerous candidate* for
the Presidency; and so on, for weeks together
The " Deficiency Bill".that ia, tke bill appro¬

priating such necessary money to carry on tke Gov¬
ernment "as the last Congress had refused «>r emitted t«>

appropriate.which was really entitled to tke earliest
attention of the House after its organisation, is the
only one that has, with any semblance <4 propriety in
the order of proceeding, occupied any large portion of
the attention of the House; and even npon that
question the debate was unnecessarily prolonged and
distracted by speeches on the Presidential topic,
having no relation to the subject of the bill.

It would take a much longer time and space than
we can devote to it, to describe more minutely tke
circumstances which have brought about the actual
state of things in Congresa, so far as the popular
brauch of the legislature is concerned. For onr

present purpose it is sufficient to state, as a fact not
controvertible, what our readers ought to under¬
stand, that the Annual Message of the Pre«ident to

Congress, accompanied by the Reports on the stato
of the sevenl Departments, transmitted to Congress
on the second day of the session, lies untouched and!
unregarded on the table of the House.

Iiet us now turn to the source and character of
the Presideit's Annual Message to (Vmgress, which
the House las not found itself able to treat with
even official courtesy.

Ry the (Institution, the Pihiipint is command¬
ed "from time to time to givo to Con'ieksh infor-
' mation of the state of the Union, and recommend
1 to their consideration such measures as he shall
' judge necemary or expedient." This information

I
the President gave, according to usage, in a manner

; *ery generally approved by the People, in the Mes¬
sage referred to; and, faithful to his sworn duty,recommended to, the consideration of Congress such
measures as ho deemed necessary and proper. From
that moment, the burden of responsibility for every| recommendation contained in that Message devolved
upon Congress. The theory of the Constitution is,that Congress is as much bound to pass upon such
recommendations as the President is to make them,and should therefore give to them early ami earnest
consideration. Such, also, our readers will probably
agree with us, is the dictate of common sense.
The reader has seen what degree of attention the

House of Representatives has paid to the President's
recommendations.

Let us now see what were those reeomm«nda-
tions, and whether they comprised any thing to

justify the neglectful and contemptuous treatment
shown to them by the House of Representatives in
devoting weeks and weeks to the discussion of such a

.|ue»tiuu as the deliberate annihilation of the Na¬
tional do1"*'" : and whether that act of abnegation
and sell-deatitutiou, paralleled only in fiction.aa
in the esse of poor old doling Lear, who stripped
him* If of rule, wvenoe, interest of territory, und
oare* of Stute, by dividing his estate among a

greed)' and iugrate progeny.was a matter of such
imperious aud imperative obligation that all other
iaterest* of the Government and People sink into
uothingma* in couipaiisou with it.
The object* of recommendation by the President,

to Cou^rv**, in the order in which they stand iuthe
\\ . 11 Mibstantially as follows:

1 I Kr whether further legislation be no-

ci-wry i<> prevent the perpetration in future of
-a. b violations of the laws of thetJnited State*
and of the law of nations us the late criminal
enterprise* against Cuba.

2 To consider the propriety of amending our laws
concerning Foreign Ambassadors, Ministers,and Consul*, aud to provide sufficiently for both
the protection aud the puuishment of Consuls.

8 The expediency of regulating bv reciprocallegislation the trade between the United States
and Canada, and other British possessions near
our frontier.

4 lux it tug the attention of Congress to the ex-
pedienrt of marking out authoritatively, and
appropriating for, a part of the boundary line jbetworn < >regon and the British possessions. j5 lUnewing a former recommendation of modifi¬
cation of the existing Tariff, and of the adoptionof spscite instead of ad valorem duties in all

where the uature of the commodities does
not forbid it.

6. Rec* ium<*uding further legit>latiou and aldi-
tiomil appropriations, for extending the gcmral
Und system of the I'nited States over the re¬
mote part* of our territory in California rod
Ong'U,

7 Ren-wing the recommendation formerly mule
..f the establishment of an Agricultural Bureau,
as originally recomincnded by President V\ adi-
ington.

* Shewing the necessity of various amendments
ofth< law* coueerniug pensionsaud bouuty land*,
f »r the purpose of more effectually guardiig
against abuses and frauds on the Government.

M Again urging upon Congress the making >t
¦|tproj»riatioas f«»r the improvement of the
harbors of our (treat Lake* and Seacuasts anl
the navigation of our principal Rivers; froii
the dangers now experienced in the navigation
of which, the President savs, the whole North¬
west appeals to Congress for relief, aud whoso
ap}>cal he trusts will receive due consideration
at their hands.

10. Recommending an increase of the Army, as

indispensable to the protection of the Southern
and Western frontier, the military force now
stationed on the Mexican border being con¬
sidered entirely inadequate to it# defence.

11. Karnestly recommending to the attention of
Congress the necessity of reorganizing the
Naval «stabliahment, with a view to the num-
her t/ t-ficer* in eaoh grade, the mode of pro¬
motion in the higher grades ot the navy, Ac.

12. Kxpressing the c«mfldent hope that Congress
will thoroughly investigate the important sub¬
ject of the discipline of the Navy, ami establish
such modes of determining guilt and punish¬
ment in that service as are consistent with hu¬
manity, pnd at the same time shall ensure the
moat energetic and efficient performance of
dutv and the suppression of crime on board
our ships of war.

ltt, Kndoraing the recommendation by the Post¬
master General of adherence to the present let¬
ter-rates of postage, and advising against the
further reduction until justified by the revenue
>4 the department

14 Rocommeuding that provision be mHe by
law for the appointment of a eommissioi. .o re¬
vise the public statutes of the I nited States,
und report such revision to Congress for its
action.

lf>. Repeating the former recommendation for
?he appointment of a commission to settle pri¬
vate claim* against the I nited State* ; justice
to individuals as well as the Government impe¬
ratively demanding that wnne more convenient
ami expedition* mode than an appeal to ('on-
gre** should be adopted.

lft. Renewing hi* rei"ommeudation of adhering
to the adjustment established by the C<»u>pr<»-
miae n<«*arw until time and experience should
.iemoQstrate the necessity v4 further legislation
tii guard against evasion or abuse.

Running his eye over this hasty recapitulation
of the rw mnwndati mn in the President's Mewage
.to which might be added, did time allow, the
rei-ommendation* contained in the Reports of the
Heads of the Department* «f War, of the Nsvy, and
of the Interior, approved by the Kgocutire.every
reader «ill ju-lge whether they art eo entirely un¬

worthy of the attention <4 Mend«er» of C-ngres* a-

to be treated as m« r. rubbi»h beaide the different
project* f<* wreamng from the control of the < «ovem-
ment that Great Vut- »n«' l*>tr>ain, S*'d lh»t «n<

quailed Und System <4 nurs, which are the admi¬
ration and envy af all nation*

la ih< Senate, from the wiper** organisation <4
that bndy, and, from length <4 service, greater eg.

penence <4 it« Members, aiuce atrn-t attention has
heea given to the f-neral dutiea of legislation, and
to th« n-juimui''tits \4 the C.,n«tuuti«m. thaa in tb»
other Hon* , and it has thus happened that a h-w
bills, originating in fiof l-*ly, f<* averts which the
House had not appr<*rhed, ha*< re*> bM the 1lo»se
and lieen there brought under dt«-ua*i<«

In «peak in f <4 the brn kwardneoa <4 hwain««» tn

the H ei-te »if Kej > .«-ntati v«», a»»* »lo«Ht b»» 1- «n
chiefly to iugg» to onr the ill fits ! smi
therefore th- in- m v <f .utWmg the \*nm
.lential question to intmde int«i *W d> i«les in Con
gresa,convertingth« *t-Nf4e« an<i r.4^ Ha*f
of Representatives at least, into a sort ,4 - rsmhl*
fr* popularity betwnn thr fr» *>i* *4 th. m iMsl
candidstea for the fcvne nf the Pe«pl*

If the effect of th#ne preb*fad diamaa*«s upwn
ijiiestiona, whieh may he eowidee«l in tb r»»t ^

fcignc«l issues, to determine the trength af mUa m
«laims, is more plainlj di-eatnihir at this HeW.m
than we remember it to have ercr Wt hrM#rf.we,
wc do not henee infer any aU^er <4 g»«d **.-
tion on the part of the yovnger r* wh have
chiefly wnpicd the of the H asae ,4 R.i pwn-
tatives in theae discns»i«na, and still Wa a 4M s#
intelligence or ability : on tho contrary, * Y«mnf
America" has supplied to the pre-wt C mgrsaa,
from both partiea, a great amount and divrr- tr >4
talent; and, in eonnexion with it, an impenasni n>
is discoverable in the temper of the llo«* We
have seen evidences, too, of liberality as well
a* intelligence in both Hnames, anwmgm which m
need but particularise the passnfr if the art apfC<a>
priating half a milium of d<.U*r« to eontmw the
work on the enlargement of the Capit - I the
lilicral appropriations f<»r the rs-e.»ablish«.eai of the
Library of Congress, sooonmderahl* a pari. which

was destroyed by fire early ill the present Session.
Tiis very liberality may, we doubt not, be attri-
bited to the same cause as some of the new ideas
wiiich have germinated in the Thirtyyeeond < 'on-
griss: that is to my, to th<j enlargement of the
National boundaries, bringing into Congress Mem¬
bers from regions more remote fr^in the seat of
Government; to the increased population of the
Wtstern and Northwestern States.a population in-
stitct with new sensations and aspirations, which ma¬

nifest themselves, not yct exactly in the " destiny
of our country, but certainly in A more rapid " pro-
grew" than would a few years ago have been deem¬
ed wise, or in any way commendable.

THE VOICE OF MARYLAND.

FRO* THE BALTIMORE PATSIOT OF SATJKDAY.
V'Te have received from Annapolis the subjoined

official report of the proceedings of the Whig incum¬

bers of the Legislature of Maryland at a meeting
recently held by them in AnnapoliB, upon the sub¬
ject ot the next Presidency. The preference here
deckred for Mr. Fillmore, as the Whig candidate
for ?resident, is that of the Whigs of Maryland,
and the assurance given that he will, if nominated
by the National Convention, receive their cordial
support, was alike due to him for the'manner in
which he has discharged the duties of the Presiden¬
tial office, in most trying times, as to the desire
which the Whigs of Maryland feel to give an em¬

phatic expression of their approval of all he has
done, by casting their votes for his re-election.
What is also said in these resolutions of the Com¬

promise measures and of the doctrines of Wash¬
ington find a hearty response in the hearts of the
Whigs of Maryland.
At a meeting of the Whig member* of the Legis¬

lature, held in the Senate chamber, the following
proceedings were had:
On motion, Jlon. Wm. Linqan Gaither was

called to the chair, and Thos. J. Marshall, Esq.
appointed secretary.

The following resolutions, reported by Mr. Far-
dandis from a committee appointed at a former
meeting, were then adopted :

Retolved by the Whig members of the General AtitnMy oj
Maryland, That we cordially approve of the following re¬

solutions, adopted by the Whigs of Virginia, and adopt
them as also, in our opinion, expressing the sentiments
of the Whigs of Maryland, to wit:

1. That we regard the acts ofCongress commonly known
as the Compromifee as a final settlement and adjustment
of the questions involved in them; and we will consider
any attempt to disturb them as a blow aimed at the peace
of the country and the integrity of the Union.

2. That" we approve the administration of President
Fillmore, believing that by his wisdom, evinced in the
conduct of our national affairs, amidst embarrassing diffi¬
culties, his loyalty to the Constitution, his firmness in the
maintenance of the laws, and his just regard for the rights
of the States, he has eminently fulfilled our expectations
and justly entitled himself to our continued confidence
and support.

3. That we prefer Millard Fillmore as a candidate
for the Presidency over all other persons who have been
proposed for that high station ; and if he shall be nomi¬
nated by the Whig National Convention, the Whigs of
Maryland will give him their oordial support.

4. That the Whigs of Maryland will give the like sup¬
port to any other true Whig who may become the nomi¬
nee of that Convention, who has stood by and does stand
by the compromise, and regards it and stands by it, with
unalterable determination, as a final settlement and ad¬
justment of the measures involved in it.

5. That the wise maxims of Washington respecting the
foreign policy of this country, which have been practical¬
ly illustrated in the administration of President Fillmore,
ought ever to guide the Federal Government in its inter¬
course with foreign Rations.

WM. LINOAN GAITHER, Chairman.
Thos. J. Marshall, Secretary.

COINAGE OF THE MINT FOR APRIL.
E. C. Dale, Treasurer of the Mint at Philadel¬

phia, publishes the following statement of the
amount of coinage for April:
Goto.124,677 Double Eagles . . $2, 45)3,540 00

18,700 Eagles .... 187,000 00
74.582 Half Eagles . . . 372,660 00

117,8*12 Quarter Eagles . . 294,655 00
126,278 Gold Dollars . . . 126,273 00

462.044 Pieces 1 *3,474,128 00
Silver.08,000 Dimes .... $9,800 00

246.000 Half Dimes . . . 12,300 00
1,000,200 3-Cent Pieces . . 30,006 00

1,806,444 Pieces .... $3,526,234 00
Copper.1,170,682 Cents . . . $11,705 82

2,876,826 Pieces .... $3,537,930 82
OOLD DtPOHITEH FOR APRIL.

From California .... $2,980,000 00
Prom other tources .... 110,000 00

$3,090,000 00

HUvcr dcposHet for April . . 25,700 00

The Miseiwippi Legislature has adjourned without
pasting a bill to district the Statc'for Congress under
the new apportionment, by which it gains a member.

Col. E. D. Baker, oolonel of one of the Illinois
rngin*nta in the Mexican war, and since a promi¬
nent talker in (Vmgrew, has emigrated to California.
Jo** KlYifoiJHi, ex-Governor and ex-Member of

Congress, of Illinois, it engaged in writing a history
of thai State, from Marquette's discoveries in 1763

j in the ymf IMS.
Be*JaMix G. Shield*, formerly Member of

C<mg«Me frm Alabama, and Minister to Venezuela,
to Martin, Falls eonnty, Texas.

Hirtk H.m of the legislature of MARYLAND
Have winvted a reordntioa to cloae their present ses-
aioa >m the 1Mb of tike present month.

Cmr*ai"Earr AMi> Ohio Canal..The Freder-
Ksir~r. sajrs that notwithstanding the inter¬

net** of tra.fatten by the damage* received
Ia ring the late freshet, the operations of the com-

awill *4 ha materially interfered with, or it»
i amp, ami h«4» tt-a*ibly depreciated.

The !>em n rata ef Michigan held their State
(Vmvsaak* at BMpbH m the 2*th ultimo Thirty
tme i.ties ww represented by ahont hundred
MmI forty IhJagpAsa CiaRLRm P. Bi «u pre»i<k^JTVe rail baring baen onUed, in pnnmanoe of a reJ Mtatten, mm tedhfism h n**n.W»-ean opportunity
to lbs ami espeeas hi* peefcecnor of a candidate for
the IVea4rerj, evnrj one of them announced inItMtf Gen Cam
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STATE CONVENTION OP SOUTH CAROLINA.

This Convention did no business on W edneaday,
the third day of meeting, in consequence «f Um)
Committee of Tw»nty-One, not being then
report. On Thursday, however, a report w« pre¬
sented ftppm the qpmmittea by the Hon. LaIODON
ClIEVEB^its fhaioauau, aa follow* :

The Committee of Twenty-One, to whom was referred
an net to provide for the election of deputies to a Southern
Congress and the call of a Contention, with instructions
to consider and report thereon, respectfully report-
That they have considered the subject referred to them,

and have concluded ti> recommend to the Convention the
adoption of the accompanying resolution and ordinance :

HclolicJ by the people ofSouth Carolina in Convention at-

tembUd, That the frequent violations of the constitution
of the United States by the Federal Government, and it*
encroachments upon the reserved rights of the sovereign
States of this Union, especially in relation to slavery,
amply justify this State, so far as anv duty or obligation
to her confederates is involved, in dissolving at onee all
political connexion with her co-Sdatee, and that she for¬
bears the exercise of that manifest right ef self-govern¬
ment from considerations of expediency only.
An Ordinance to declare the right of thie State to secedefrom

the Federal Union.
We, the people of the State of South Carolina, in Con¬

vention assembled, do declare and ordain, and it is here¬
by declared and ordained:
That South Carolina, in the exercise of her sovereign

will as an independent State, acceded to the Federal Union,
known as the United States of Amerieas and that, in the
exercise of the same sovereign will, it in her right, with¬
out let, hindrance, or molestation from any power what¬
soever, to secede from the said Federal Union; and that
for the sufficiency of the causes which may impel her to
such reparation she is responsible alone, under God, to
the tribunal of public opinion among the nations of the
earth.
The report was ordered t» be printed,, and made the

special order for the next day.
l>r. John Beixinukk offered the following amendment

to the report, which was also ordered for consideration
the next day.
" Be it ordained by thie Convention, That the Legislature

of the State shall have the power, by a vote of two-thirds,
(accompanied with a notification to the other States,) to
withdraw the State of South Carolina from the Federal
Union."
Mr. B. F. Pkkby, from the same committee, madp a

report on his own behalf, which states that the other
Southern States identified with South Carolina having
declined to meet that State in a Southern Congress, it
would be unwise and inexpedient for South Carolina to
take any decisive separate action under existing circum¬
stances. One of the resolutions presented by Mr. P.
pledges South Carolina to resist with the other Southern
States, on certain contingencies. The report was orde^d
to be printed and made the order for next day.

Mr. Gregg, from the same committee, also submitted
a report on his own behalf, stating his reasons for not
concurring in the report of the committee, which, on his
motion, was laid on the table and ordered to be printed.

Mr. Dahtzler announced that he had prepared, as an

individual member of the co-operation party, an ordinance
of conditional secession, but was restrained from offering
it lest it might distract the deliberations of the Con¬
vention.
No other business was done by the Convention

on Thursday.
On Friday the Report of the Committee of Twenty-

one was adopted.yeas 186,nays 19.
South Carolina having thus determined to remain

in the Union, we suppose we shall hear no more

about secession at present, more especially as the
leading organ of the Secession party, (the Charles¬
ton Mercury,) in commenting upon the above pro¬
ceedings, says that " this act of the Convention is
" now the supreme law for us and for all, and-we
u bow before its authority."
We arc happy to be able to congratulate the State

of South Carolina upon the auspicious termina¬
tion of this Convention, putting a final term to all
agitation in the South against the (General Govern¬
ment for any cause that now exists.

The Democratic State Couvention of Florida was
held at Madison Court-house on the 19th ultimo, the
Hon. D. Bird presiding. George E. Broome was
nominated as the candidate for the office of Gov¬
ernor of the State, and Augustus £. Maxwell
for Representative in Congress. Presidential Elect¬
ors were also nominated, and fourteen Delegates ap¬pointed to the Democratic National Convention. No
preference was expressed for any candidate for the
President or Vice-President. The resolutions adopt¬
ed by the Convention do not name the Compromise,
though one of them would seem to yield a cold ac¬

quiescence in that measure. They are as follows:
1. That the true relations between the States and the

Federal Government, and the true rules for the construc¬
tion of the Constitution, are correctly set forth in the re¬
solutions of Virginia and Kentucky of 1798 and 1799, and
in Mr. Madison's Report, and the doctrines therein ex¬
pounded are hereby adopted and re-affirmed.

2. That we approve and endorse the political principles
embodied in the resolutions of the two last Democratic
National Conventions, held in 1844 and 1848, so far as

applicable to the present condition of tho country, and
we believe their strict observance not only to be conducive
to the prosperity of the people, but essential to the pre¬
servation of the Union.

3. That we deprecate the agitation of all questions
growing out of the domestic institutions of the country,
or the revival of issues already past, with a view to such
agitation, as mischievous and unwise, and as calculated
to introduce divisions among the people and weaken the
bonds of our political fraternity.

In commenting upon this platform, the Tallahas¬
see Sentinel says:
" The resolutions mean whatever interpretation may

be put upon them, and do credit to the political tact of
the gentleman who drew them. The first resolution, for
instance, will to some declare for the doctrine of seces¬
sion : but those who do not acknowledge the doctrine will
oontent thetnselves with Mr. Madison's exposition of 1880.
The second is still more comprehensive. Davy Wilmot
voted for the Baltimore resolutions of 1848. The third
is an act of general amnesty and oblivion, and a cordial
proffer of the hand to every shade of opinion on section¬
al matters. It is true, too; for nothing could be better
calculated ' to weaken the bonds of political fraternity
between such men as , -> "»" »

the Florida Democratic Republican Convention, than a de¬
claration for the finality of the Compromise.
"We are informed that resolutions in favor of the

finality of the Compromise were introduced into the Con¬
vention, hut promptly and decidedly voted down.

Thk Kl'ROFXAN AND NORTH AMERICAN ItAlL-
road..It is stated that Mr. Hincks, the agent
who lately visited Kngland on behalf of the Cana¬
dian Gorernroent, for the purpose of obtaining the
co-operation of Great Britain in aid of the proposed
Kurorxan and North American Railroad, has been
eminently successful in his mission. The Home
(fovemment displays a laudable desire to assist the
undertaking, and Mr. Hincks has received the as¬

surance of Lord Derby that the Ministry will bring
the matter before Parliament on the earliest oppor¬
tunity. The States of Maine and Massachusetts
have already taken the preliminary steps to secure

the construction of that section of the road between
Bangor and the New Brunswick line.

[Bvfaln Commercial Adverser.

FROM SANTA FK.
We have ths Santa FeGatette to the 27th March, hut

it contains no news. The expedition to the Gila in search
.f gold,has not been successful. A part of them have
gone to California, a part went to the Copper mine, and
ilM rest have returned to Santa Fe. They found gold,
wherever they prospected, at abont ten feet below the
mrfoce, hut In quantities too small to justify a stay in
At country. They describe the Und on the San Fran-
eiseo as superior to what is usually found In New Mexico.

A resolution in favor of the Maine law has been voted
down In the House of Representatives of Indiana by a

large ¦u^joritj.yeas 8, asy» 79.

THE CALIFORNIA LAND COMMISSION.
IL* mown to our readers that the highly im-

<f>QiMBfet Land Commission for deciding upon the va-

lidifc«qt claims to Lands within our lately acquiredTertfjbry, and uow State, of California, haa been in
for several monthb in San Francisco. The

fallowing article upon the subject, which we find in
the Herald, published in that city, of the date of the
5th instant, throws out suggestions which appear to
be worthy of all the attention of the land claimants
in that quarter:
" Tui. Laud Commission.Some hundred and fifty-three petitions have been presented and placed on file,

and numerous depositions relative to the same have also
been taken. As yet, however, no claim has been finally
adjudicated upon, and, as far as we know, but two orders
for initiatory surveys have been made. If there be anydilitoriness in the proceedings of the Board, such cannot
fairly be laid to the charge of the Commissioners; for,
announcing that they were always in readiness to take op
any business presented for tbeir action, they have been
constantly at their posts and prepared to examine the
elcims that might be laid before th«A. The tardy prose¬cution of such must then be attributed to the claimants
themselves; and in view of the extreme inconvenienee
and prejudice of Interest to the whole community, which
must prevail while titles In real estate continue unset¬
tled, it is truly astonishing that more energy is not shown.
We had supposed that the native Californians, pressed a*
they ar* by the squatter interest, would have instantly
and with the utmost zeal laid their claims before the high
court which the Federal Government has appointed to
pronounce upon them. They seem to hold back, how¬
ever, and meanwhile their territory is-invaded by the bold
and' active strangers who-possibly wiU not be very easilydislodged. It seems t^o us-to be the policy of the natives
to present their claims' as soon" as possible, and if their
validity be recognised, then, to dispose of a portion of their
territory to the new comers on as good terms as they can,
and thereby establish on the part of the purchasers a dis¬
position to defend their common title. The enormous
tracts of country which are embraced by the Mexican
grants- are too unwieldy under any circumstances: and
inasmuch as many of them lie in the vicinity of the towns
and contain much of the best land, it is evident that an

early subdivision is desirable; if not inevitable. In the
oities themselves the uncertain tenure by which real es¬
tate Is held is a subject of general complaint, and as ail
admit is- a heavy clog even to California enterprise. If
the squatter spirit be objectionable, surely no- time ought
to be lost in putting land in the reach of those who are

willing to give a fair equivalent for it."

AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.

The seventh annual meeting of this association
was commenced at Richmond on Tuesday last, when
there were present between two or three hundred
Delegates, representing twenty-five States and the
District of Columbia.

Dr. Moultrie, of South Caroliana, after havingopened the meeting, delivered the annual address,
which is represented to have been a very able one. In
the oourse of it he suggested some reforms, and among
them the fixity of the annual meetings, or a due arrange¬
ment of them in accordance with some distinct object.
migratory meetings for the purpose of encouraging so¬

ciality among different members of the profession from
different sections, and the development of the scientific
characteristics of the different sections, and stationary
or fixed meetings at Washington, where a medical bureau
or head could be organized, from whence could irradiate
the aggregated enlightened medical views of the entire
faculty of \the Union. He earnestly advocated the har-
monization of medical views, and their generalization as
far as practicable through ap aggregated central body.
This was necessary, he contended, to give the profession
throughout the Union that influence which it should ex¬
ercise upon public opinion.
The report on prize essays shows that fourteen essays

were submitted to the committee on that subject. The
annual prize of $500 was awarded to l>r. Austin Flint,
of Buffalo, New York.

Dr. Bbvkrlt R. Wellfobh, of Fredericksburg. (Ya.)
was elected President for the emuing year: Jonathan
Kniuht, of Connecticut, Jab. W. Thompson, of Delaware,
Thos. Y. Simmons, of South Carolina, an^Cius. A. Pori, of
Missouri, were chosen Vice Presidents; John S. Moors,
of St. Louis, and P. C. Gooch, of Richmo«d, Secretaries ;
and David Francis Condbb, of Pennsylvania, Treasurer.

It was resolved to hold the annual session of 1S68 at
St. Louis, Missouri.

G. W. Slacum, Esq., of Alexandria, who has
lately been employed as agent of the Government
in Mexico, investigating the subject of certain claims,returned home on Monday last.

The legislature of Pennsylvania adjourned
nine die on Tuesday, after a session of four months.
The l'hiladelphia Ledger says that the session wuh
remarkable for nothing except the number of bank
bills passed, and the number of vetoes by the
Governor. The usual bills making appropriations
for the expenses of Government were pawed,
and bo was the bill apportioning the Congressional
districts.

In laying off the new Congressional districts in
Ohio, it is said that the Democrats, who have a ma¬jority' in the Legislature, have terribly "gerryman¬
dered" the State. As an evidence of this, H is said
that the State, as just districted, would have chosen
a large majority of Democrats to Congress at the
same time that it gave its electoral vote to Henry
Clay by 6,000 majority, and would have choeen
fourteen Democrats in 1848 to seven Whigs and
Freesoilers by the same vote that elected Mr. Ford
Governor!
Trial of a Cuban Expeditionist..The juryin the case of the United States r*. Maj. RoMNSON,tried in the Circuit Court at Columbus, (Ohio,) were

unable to agree upon a verdict, and wore discharged.The case stands continued till the next term. In
stating these facts the Columbus Journal says :

" There is an inherent difficulty in all this class of
cases. Of courts nobody doubts that Maj. Robinaok and
others enlisted men for the Cuban expedition, and we pre¬
sume he does not pretend to deny it in private conversa¬
tion with his frienda That he has violated our neutrali¬
ty laws is, therefotro, well understood by the public. The
witnesses who were called before the Orand Jury were
cognizant of this fact, ami, while before that body, testi¬
fied to what they knew about it. But, after the bill was
found, the defendant arraigned, and the same witnesses
were called to testify before the court, attorneys, and the
people, as well as the jury, they threw themselves on their
reserved rights, and refu»td to teetify because they said
they eould not do so without criminating themselves!
Thus it was in the history of this case. The witnu$e* thai
knew all the fact> refuted to lett\fy, and the United States
Attorney was compelled to get along the best way he
could."

Stramlnmt VoHimon and !/>** of Lifr.
Kvansvilli, April 27..About 10 P.M. last night the

steamers Chickatav and Clifton came in collision at French
Island. The bow of the Clifton struck the Chickasaw a
little forward of the wheel-house, when the latter boat
commenced sinking. In a few minutes the cabin parted
from the hull and floated off. and she having on board a

locomotive and a large quantity of heavy gas pipe, caused
her to sink Immediately. Many of the passengers and
officers jumped on board the Clifton, and others were

saved on the oabin; but of those below it is thought fifteen
or twenty are lo»t, as they had no time to get up on the
npperdeck, so rapidly did the boat go down. Few would
have been lost, however, if the Clifton could have remain¬
ed alongside; but she was also in a sinking condition, and
had to be run ashore, where she waa only saved from sink¬
ing by discharging a large portion of her cargo.

Tun CotsNraATiowCarsaiN Iwmana..A bill proposing
to appropriate five thousand dollars to aid in the colon!-
tation of the fT«e persona of oolor in the State of Indiana
has passed both branohes of the General Assembly


